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WELCOME ADDRESS

Dear friends, dear colleagues,

It is our pleasure to greet you in Skopje at the 6th Regional European Safe
Community Conference.

The 6th Regional European Safe Community Conference is hosted by the In-
stitute of Public Health of Republic of Macedonia, Safe Community Affiliate
Support Center in Skopje in collaboration with European Safe Community
Network - ESCON and Faculty of Medicine, Sts Cyril and Methodius Skopje
and several national and international partners: Ministry of Health of Re-
public of Macedonia, Ministry of Labor and Social Policy, UNFPA, UNICEF,
WHO Collaborating Center - Institute of Occupational Health of Republic
Macedonia, Doctor's Chamber of Macedonia, Macedonian Medical Asso-
ciation, Macedonian Association of doctors-specialists in social medicine
with organization of health care, South-Eastern Europe Health Network —
SEEHN, University Clinic of Psychiatry Skopje, HERA — Health, Education
and Research Association, Association of doctors with interdisciplinary
approach for children with disabilities (ADICD), Council for prevention of
juvenile delinquency — CPJD, MMSA — Macedonian Medical Student Asso-
ciation, EMSA — European Medical Student Association.

The main theme for the 6th Regional European Safe Community Conference,
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals — Towards Violence Free Com-
munity, seeks to find new ideas good practices and experiences to solve this
actual problem and to make safer world.

Participants will primarily include researchers, practitioners, advocates
and policy-makers in the field of violence prevention and safety promotion
from Europe, Asia, Africa, America and Australia.

THE 6th REGIONAL EUROPEAN SAFE COMMUNITY CONFERENCE 9
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European Safe Community Network (ESCON) aims at strengthening existing
International Safe Communities in Europe and promotion of the formation
of new communities to be accepted into the Safecom movement towards
Violence Free Community achieving Sustainable Development Goals. Our
board has representatives from Skopje and Novi Sad in South Eastern Eu-
rope through the Baltics and as far north in Scandinavia as 200 kilometers
north of the Arctic Circle in Norway.

Injuries and violence are a major public health burden across the globe. The
Global Burden of Disease Studies has documented unfair distribution of vio-
lence and injury by socioeconomic strata in Europe. This gradient, existing
within and between countries, must be addressed. Experts in injury preven-
tion and safety promotion recognize the need for action and practice and
consistently applying to policies and programs in the field.

Together we are working against public indifference towards the burden of
violence and injury and trying to promote safe community and community
based interventions against violence and injury.

We do hope that everyone will leave Skopje with new ideas for achieving
SDGs towards violence fee community.

Prof. Fimka Tozija MD PhD Prof. Mirjana Milankov MD PhD
National Organizing Committee Chair ESCON Chair
International Organizing Committee Chair
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